
CHAPTER 17 – PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

Adopted as per TP Ord No. 20-19; Effective 7/24/2020 

 

Article I – General Provisions 

 
Sec. 17-1.1  - Authority 

A. The authority for these development regulations is set out in Article 6, Section 5, 

Louisiana, Constitution and Sections 1-04 and 2-1 l, Home Rule Charter of the Parish of 

Tangipahoa. Additional authority may be provided by Section 33:101, et seq., Louisiana 

Revised Statutes. (Ord. No. 16-18) 

 

Sec. 17-1.2 - Purpose 

A. These regulations are aimed at guiding/visualizing development in accordance 

with the future needs of the parish in order to protect, promote and improve the public 

health, safety, morals, convenience, order, appearance, prosperity and general welfare. 

(Ord. No. 16-18)  

B. The regulations hereby enacted are designed to exercise the full range of authority 

available to the parish under Louisiana law to: 

(1.) Promote the public health, safety and general welfare, while recognizing the rights 

of real property owners, by adopting a development ordinance. 

(2.) Lessen congestion in streets and to secure safety from natural disaster, fire, panic 

and other dangers. 

(3.) Facilitate the adequate provisions of streets, water, sewerage, drainage and other 

public requirements by establishing minimum standards. 

(4.) Carry out such other purposes in the public interest as may be specifically cited in 

these regulations. (Ord. No. 16-18) 

 

Sec. 17-1.3  - Intent 

A. These regulations are intended to provide a mechanism for implementing the 

following goals: 

(1.) Create appropriate functional street layout, 

(2.) Ensure structural integrity of the infrastructure, 

(3.) Protect natural resources, 

(4.) Ensure adequate stormwater management, 

(5.) Ensure adequate potable water service, 

(6.) Ensure adequate wastewater treatment, 

(7.) Protecting life and property by avoiding or lessening the hazards of flooding, storm 

water accumulation, runoff, or destabilization of soils, and 

(8.) Ensuring that those who occupy the areas of special flood hazard assume 

responsibility for their actions. (Ord. No. 16-18) 

B. A sound interpretation of any standard cannot be assured without a careful 

analysis of the intent to which the regulation is directed. As such, it is the further intent of 

the Parish Council that the Administrator, Planning Commission and other persons shall 

interpret these regulations based on an understanding of the intended purpose through 

research of discussions and minutes of planning sessions regarding the adoption of these 

regulations. (Ord. No. 16-18) 
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Sec. 17-1.4 - Appeal of a Public Official Decision 

A. Upon unfavorable ruling upon any development proposal by the Planning 

Commission, the developer/owner may appeal directly to the Tangipahoa Parish Council. 

As part of his/her appeal he/she must, however, present the written decisions of the 

Planning Commission. It will be brought before the Parish Council at a regular meeting 

and the decision of the Parish Council will be rendered in writing. (Ord. No. 01-20) 

 

Sec. 17-1.5 - Appeal Review Criteria  

A. No variance shall be granted unless the council finds that all of the following 

conditions exist: 

(1.) That owning to exceptional and extraordinary circumstances, literal enforcement 

of the provisions of these regulations will result in practical difficulties or unnecessary 

hardship; 

(2.) That the practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship were not created by the 

owner of the property or the applicant; 

(3.) That the practical difficulties or unnecessary hardship are not solely financial; 

(4.) That the variance will not substantially or permanently injure the adjacent property 

(5.) That the variance will not adversely affect the public health, safety, or welfare; 

(6.) That the applicant has adequately addressed any concerns raised by the Planning 

Commission and/or Administrator; and  

(7.) That the Parish Council has received a letter of opinion form the Planning 

Commission and/or Administrator. (Ord. No. 16-18) 

 

Sec. 17-1.6 - Variance 

A. A variance request shall be made for a waiver of any development standard to the 

parish council. 

(1.) The council shall have the authority to authorize variances from the terms of these 

regulations, subject to recommendations and review criteria established in Section 17-

1.4. 

(2.) The variance shall be requested to the councilman of the district that the 

development will be located. 

(3.) Following notice and a public hearing, as required, the council shall approve, 

approve with conditions or deny the variance request based on the recommendation of 

the Planning Commission, administrator and the review criteria Section 17-4.1. 

(4.) The council may attach any conditions to the approval necessary to protect the 

health, safety, and welfare of Tangipahoa parish and minimize adverse impacts on 

adjacent properties. 

(5.) The Administrator will assist the Parish Council in drafting the verbiage for variance 

based on discussions with the developer, commission, council, or other entity that this 

variance may affect. 

(6.) The final decision from the Council will be upheld by the Planning Commission 

and/or Administrator. (Ord. No. 16-18) 
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B. The Commissioners of the Tangipahoa Parish Planning Commission are allowed 

to grant approval of a variance up to ten percent (10%) on road frontage requirements on 

an existing property with a livable dwelling prior to December of 1998. (Ord. No. 02-28) 

C. The Tangipahoa Parish Council hereby grants authority to the Tangipahoa Parish 

Planning Commission to allow minor modifications to the minimum subdivision lot 

standards so as to reduce lot dimensions and area of no more than two (2) lots per 

subdivision. Each lot so modified shall be within ten percent (10%) of the standard 

minimum lot dimension and area. Small partition subdivisions and Mini-Partition 

subdivision are excluded from these considerations. (Ord. No. 07-53) 

 

Sec. 17-1.7 - Violations 

A. It shall be the duty of the Planning Commission and its representatives to enforce 

these regulations and to bring to the attention of the District Attorney and violations or 

lack of compliance herewith.  

B. No owner or agent of the owner of any parcel of land located in a proposed 

subdivision shall transfer or sell any such parcel before a plat and plans of such 

subdivision has been approved by the Planning Commission, in accordance with the 

provisions of these regulations, and filed with the Clerk of Court.  

C. The subdivision of any lot or any parcel of land by the use of metes and bounds 

description for the purpose of sale transfer, or lease with the intent of evading these 

regulations shall not be permitted. All such described subdivisions shall be subject to all 

of the requirements contained in these regulations.  

D. No building permit shall be issued for the construction of any building or structure 

located on a lot or plat subdivided or sold in violation of the provisions of these regulations. 

(Ord. No. 01-20)   

E. Failure to post “Private Roadway” signage notice is grounds for the building official 

to refuse to issue any building permits in the Private or Gated Subdivision. (Ord No. 94-

20) 

 

Sec. 17-1.8 -  Enforcement, Fines, and Penalties 

A. Appropriate actions and proceedings may be taken by law or in equity to prevent 

any violation of these regulations, to prevent any unlawful construction, to recover 

damages, to restrain, correct, or abate violation, and to prevent illegal occupancy of a 

building structure or premises. These remedies shall be in addition to the fines and 

penalties described herein. (Ord. No. 01-20) 

B. Any person, firm, or corporation who fails to comply with or violates any of these 

regulations shall be subject to a fine determined by the current fee schedule. Such a fine 

pursuant to the provisions of Section 33: 101-119 as amended of the Revised Statutes of 

the State of Louisiana. (Ord. No. 01-20) 

 

Sec. 17-1.9 – (Reserved) 

 


